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Afternoon

Painting by Geetika Bajaj

Tuesday Octber 5, 2010

BRUSH WITH ART | ADC|

.

‘Shades of Nature’ — paintings
by Geetika Bajaj at Jehangir

eetika Bajaj who is exhibiting

her paintings from today at
the Jehangir Art Gallery says: “1
paint with my heart and for the
soul. M &mintings are not com-
plex and depict our oneness with
nature.”

Geetika captures the moods of
nature in her paintings which
have all bright colours. She is a
self-made artists. As many as 60
paintings by the artist are on view
at the gallery.

It is only during the last 7 1o 8
years, she began taking serious
interest in painting. What in-
spired her to paint is nature and
its simplicity. The splendour of

tiful colours on a blank canvas.”

For Geetika, everyday is a
learning experience, Over the
vears, there has been a change in
her style and preference of
shades and shapes - but her un-
derlying love for painting nature
has remained.

The artist always had big fam-
ily support. “My mother is an en-
vironmentalist  and does

1 work at g
level. While 1 create nature on
canvas, she creates nature on
soil. We are a good team. My fa-
ther has been my biggest critic
and admirer. He helps with all the

nature is everywhere - be it a glo-
rious sunset or a single bloom in
a pot plant or even the majestic
sea that runs alongside a busy
traffic congested road on Marine
Drive. You can see the beauty and
splendour of nature everywhere.
“I choose to see it in my day to
day life and was inspired to trans-
fer my observation on canvas. To
me it is like splashing some beau-

logistics around holding an exhi-
bition and also encourages me (o
paint all the time.”

Her next theme for an exhibi-

tion is the rose. “As a flower, it has
evoked thousands of emotions
for hundreds of years, The rose is
a very powerful icon.”
The exhibition at the Jehangir
Ant Gallery will go on till October
10. Contact: 022-22043780/
22182139,
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Artist Geetika
Bajaj talks to
After Hrs
about her
evolution as
an artist

After Hrs Correspondent

How long have you been
painting’

I have beey aiming to paint
for 20 yea ww but it has
been a serious hobby since
the past 8 yea!

Shades of Nature is your
second exhibition after a
long gap. How have you
evolved as a palnter in
this exhibition?

Everyday is a learning expe-
rience for me. So over the
vears, there has been a
change in my style and pref-
erence of shades and shapes,

Y

but my underlving love for
painting nature has remained
intact.

What do you think of the
current art scene?

1 am not a trained artist but
we have people coming out
of art schools who have
done some incredible work.
I am inspired by the works
of Lalita Lajmi and

Prafulla D

Who, according to you,
are  today's leading
ters?
Suhas Bahulkar, Prafulla Da-
hanukar, Fatima Ahmed,
Shakeel Momim, Samir
Mondal and Paresh Maiti to
name a few.

You haven't had any for-

, SrT-ffcrenT—rStiaa

i TarY, ST doRiaTe, AR doNiaTel @ fahRuT SoiTer

B

IS, G dhoRiaTed,

mal education in art yet
you have come up with
two exhibitions. So what
were the challenges?

You have to be born with a
flair for painting, only then
can you hone it and fine tune
it in an art school. If you
have the talent and the pas-
sion to put your thoughts on

Mumbai, Wednesday, October 6, 2010 |

‘Everyday is a learning experience for me’

a canvas, then you can do it
without any formal training.
My challenge is that | some-
times get distracted by other
activities and then there is a
huge gap in my painting
schedule.

What is your next theme?
The ‘rose’. As a flower; it has
evoked thousands of emo-
tions for hundreds of years.
It is a very powerful icon and
Tam exploring this right now
as a theme. [ like to paint as-
pects of nature. Even if 1
paint for the mext thirty

years, 1 wont run out of
themes borrowed from
Mother Nature,

What role has vour family
played in supporting you
as an artist?

My family has been my
biggest support. My mother
is an environmentalist and
does tremendous work at the
grassroots level. While I cre-
ate nature on canvas, she

creates nature on soil. We
are a good team. My father
has been my biggest critic
and admirer:

Tell us a bit about your
various teachers and how
have you matured as an
artist?

My teachers have been my
friends, philosophers and
guides. They have taught
me to enjoy and appreciate
the essence of art.

What do you see in your
future as an artist?

1 am not a professional
painter so I paint sporadical-
Iv. There are months when 1
don't create much and then 1
paint non-stop for weeks to-
gether so 1 expect the same
pattern in the future as well

{Geetika Bajaj's exhibition,
Shades of Nature will be
showcased at the Jehangir
Art Gallery 3 till 10th Octo-
ber between 11am and 7pm.)
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